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Why are QWIs Important? 
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 Indicators on Employment, Employment Change (Firm and 
Individual), and Earnings 

 Detailed Firm Characteristics (geography, industry, age, size)   
 Detailed Worker Demographics (sex, age, education, race, 

ethnicity) 
 3 Quarter lag, coverage varies by state 
 Used by economic developers, urban planners, policy analysts, 

workforce researchers, and academics 



LEHD’s Data Dissemination Strategy 
Provide a wide variety of access points to the data to accommodate 
as many user needs as possible: 

 Web tool users: Create your own table, chart, and map using the flexible 
user-interface of QWI Explorer 

 Intermediate data users: Extract the exact indicators and characteristics 
needed using the LED Extraction Tool 

 Advanced data users: Access single raw QWIPU files from 
http://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/#qwi 

 Advanced data users: Bulk download of raw QWIPU from 
http://lehd.ces.census.gov/pub/ 

 Integration into the Census API (Coming Soon): 
http://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets.html 

 

http://ledextract.ces.census.gov/
http://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/%23qwi
http://lehd.ces.census.gov/pub/
http://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets.html


What’s New In QWI Explorer? 
 Line Chart Visualization 
 View Changes Over Time 
 Compare Characteristics 

from the Selected Group 
Category  

 Create Single Quarter, 
Continuous, or Non-
Continuous Time-Series 

 Filter by Geography 
and/or Worker/Firm 
Characteristics 
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What’s New in QWI Explorer? 
 Thematic Map Visualization 
 View spatial differences 

across Sub-State 
Geographies 

 Cycle through Characteristics 
from the selected Group 
Category  

 Filter by Time and/or 
Worker/Firm Characteristics 
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What’s New in QWI Explorer? 
 Improved Exports  
 Table (XLS and CSV) 
 Chart/Map Images 

(PNG and SVG) 
 Geography 

(shapefiles) 
 Glossy PDF Reports 
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What’s New in QWI Explorer? 

 Save/Share QWI 
Explorer Analyses  
 Sharable URLs  
 Social Media 

(Facebook and 
Twitter) 
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In Development: 
NQWI in LED Extraction Tool 
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United States 

Nation 

United States 
53 States 

Geography Level 



In Development: 
Share of Total/Data Normalization 

 Normalize 
Totals 

 Normalize 
Large 
Geographies 
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In Development:  
Group by Indicator 
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In Development:  
Cross-State Analyses 
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 In both QWI Explorer and the LED Extraction Tool 
 Initially restricted to State-level data 
 Will eventually be opened up for cross-state 

comparisons of sub-state geographies 
 



Tentative Release Schedule 

8/2015 – National QWIs in LED Extraction Tool 
 
12/2015 – National QWIs, Group by Indicator, and Data  
 Normalization in QWI Explorer 
 
2016 – Sub-State Analyses Across States in LED Extraction Tool and  
 QWI Explorer 
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Thank You! 

 Questions?  Patrick.Hayward@census.gov 
 Please submit feedback to 

CES.QWI.Feedback@census.gov 
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